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Course Weighting: Sociology 

Tests (1 per unit, approx. 2-3 per quarter) 100 points each 

Homework/classwork 5-10 points

Quizzes (Weekly/biweekly) 20-50 points

Projects (1 per quarter) 50-100 points

Free-response questions (Weekly/biweekly) 20-25 points

Curriculum Map 

Overview: 

AP Comparative Government and Politics introduces students to the rich diversity of political 

life outside the United States. The course uses a comparative approach to examine the political 

structures; policies; and political, economic, and social challenges of six selected countries: 

China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, and the United Kingdom. Students compare the 

effectiveness of approaches to many global issues by examining how different governments 

solve similar problems. They will also engage in disciplinary practices that require them to read 

and interpret data, make comparisons and applications, and develop evidence-based 

arguments. 

Time/Credit for the Course: Full year/ 1 credit 

Goals: 

Marking Period One 

• Unit 1: Political Systems, Regimes, and Governments (Approximately 15 days)

o The Practice of Political Scientists

o Defining Political Organizations

o Democracy vs. Authoritarianism

o Democratization

o Sources of Power and Authority

o Change in Power and Authority

o Federal and Unitary Systems

o Political legitimacy

o Sustaining legitimacy

o Political Stability

• Unit 2: Political Institutions (Approximately 15 days)

o Parliamentary, Presidential, and Semi-Presidential Systems

o Comparing Parliamentary, Presidential, and Semi-Presidential Systems



o Executive Systems

o Executive Term Limits

o Removal of Executives

o Legislative Systems

o Independent Legislatures

o Judicial Systems

o Independent Judiciaries

• Unit 3: Political Culture and Participation (Approximately 15 days)

o Civil Society

o Political Culture

o Political Ideologies

o Political Values and Beliefs

o Nature and Role of Political Participation

o Forces that Impact Political Participation

o Civil Rights and Liberties

o Political and Social Cleavages

o Challenges from Political and Social Cleavages

Marking Period Two 

• Unit 4: Party and Electoral Systems and Citizens Organizations (Approximately 15

days)

o Electoral Systems and Rules

o Objectives of Election Rules

o Political Party Systems

o Role of Political Party Systems

o Impact of Social Movements and Interest Groups

o Pluralist and Corporatist Interests

• Unit 5: Political and Economic Changes and Development (Approximately 15

days)

o Impact of Global and Technological Forces

o Political Responses to Global Market Forces

o Challenges from Globalization

o Policies and Economic Liberalization

o International and Supranational Organizations

o Adaptation of Social Policies

o Impact of Industrialization and Economic Development

o Causes and Effects of Demographic Change

o Impact of Natural Resources

• United Kingdom Unit (Approximately 15 day)

o History/Geography

o Political System, Regime, and Government



o Political Institutions

o Political Culture and Participation

o Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations

Marking Period Three 

• The Russian Federation Unit (Approximately 12 days)

o History/Geography

o Political System, Regime, and Government

o Political Institutions

o Political Culture and Participation

o Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations

• China Unit (Approximately 12 days)

o History/Geography

o Political System, Regime, and Government

o Political Institutions

o Political Culture and Participation

o Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations

• Mexico Unit (Approximately 12 days)

o History/Geography

o Political System, Regime, and Government

o Political Institutions

o Political Culture and Participation

o Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations

• Nigeria Unit (Approximately 12 days)

o History/Geography

o Political System, Regime, and Government

o Political Institutions

o Political Culture and Participation

o Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations

Marking Period Four 

• Iran Unit (Approximately 12 days)

o History/Geography

o Political System, Regime, and Government

o Political Institutions

o Political Culture and Participation

o Party and Electoral Systems and Citizen Organizations

• AP Exam Review (Approximately 15 days)

• Comparative Analysis Summative Project (Approximately 15 days)



Big Ideas: 

Big Idea #1: Power and Authority 

Big Idea #2: Legitimacy and Stability 

Big Idea #3: Democratization 

Big Idea #4: Internal/External Forces 

Big Idea #5: Methods of Political Analysis 

Textbook and Supplemental Resources: 

Sodaro, M. J., & Collinwood, D. W. (2008). Comparative politics: a global introduction. 
McGraw-Hill Higher Education. 

Kesselman, M., Krieger, J., Joseph, W. A., Abrahamian, E., & Allen, C. S. (2007). Introduction 

to Comparative Politics (5th ed., Ser. AP Edition). Wadsworth, Inc. 



AP COMPARATIVE 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

Unit 

Guides 

Introduction 

Designed with extensive input from the community of AP Comparative 

Government and Politics educators, the unit guides offer all teachers 

helpful guidance in building students' skills and knowledge. The suggested 

sequence in these unit guides was identified through a thorough analysis 

of the syllabi of highly effective AP teachers and the organization of typical 

college textbooks. 

This unit structure respects new AP teachers' time by providing one 

possible sequence they can adopt or modify rather than having to build 

from scratch. An additional benefit is that these units enable the AP 

Program to provide interested teachers with formative assessments-the 

Personal Progress Checks-that they can assign their students at the end 

of each unit to gauge progress toward success on the AP Exam. However, 

experienced AP teachers who are satisfied with their current course 

organization and exam results should feel no pressure to adopt these units, 

which comprise an optional sequence for this course. 
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AP COMPARATIVE 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

UNIT 1 

Political 
Systems, 
Regimes, and 
Governments 
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Remember to go to AP Classroom 

to assign students the online 

Personal Progress Check for 

this unit. 

Whether assigned as homework or 

completed in class, the Personal 

Progress Check provides each 

student with immediate feedback 

related to this unit's topics and skills. 

Personal Progress Check 1 

Multiple-choice: -30 questions 

Free-response: 3 questions 

■ Conceptual Analysis

■ Quantitative Analysis (partial)

■ Comparative Analysis (partial)
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BIG IDEA 1 

Power and 

Authority Im 

• How does a political

system affect the daily

life of citizens?

• How do people both

inside and outside the

government impact the 

relationship between

the government and

its citizens?

BIG IDEA 2 

Legitimacy and 

Stability l!B 

• How does the 

perceived legitimacy

of a government by its

citizenry impact how 

other countries see it?

BIG IDEA 5 

Methods of Political 

Analysis ml!'] 
• How do comparative

political scientists

generate meaningful

conclusions that 

can be applied to 

other countries?

18-27
°10 

AP EXAM WEIGHTING -221-11 CLASS PERIODS

Political Systems, 
Regimes, and 
Governments 

Developing Understanding 

Comparative political scientists seek to understand similarities and differences between 

states, evaluating political realities and understanding political change. This first unit sets 

the foundation for students to think like comparative political scientists by teaching them to 

read and analyze qualitative and quantitative data related to the six required course countries 

(China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, and the United Kingdom) and helping them understand 

concepts and examples they can use to support an argument about the countries. 

Understanding the similarities and differences in political systems, regimes, and 

governments-how they function and how they gain and maintain power and legitimacy-

as well as the terminology used to describe them provides students with the foundational 

knowledge needed to be able to compare course countries throughout future units. 

Building the 

Disciplinary Practices 

E!JE!J 4,A 

Comparative political scientists study 

political systems, principles, institutions, 

processes, policies, and behaviors in 

various countries. 

This first unit introduces the practice of 

data analysis. Quantitative data may be 

represented in tables, charts, graphs, maps, 

or infographics. Initially, students should 

accurately describe presented data, which 

builds an understanding that allows them to 

then identify and explain trends and patterns 

in the data. 

Like quantitative sources, text-based 

qualitative sources help students understand 

how governmental and political institutions 

function and the reasons for their behaviors. 

When asking students to use these sources, 

have them identify an author's claim(s) and 

the supporting evidence and whether that 

evidence is logical throughout the piece. 

Preparing for 

the AP Exam 

The AP Comparative Government and 

Politics course requires students to apply 

their knowledge in a variety of contexts 

and real-world scenarios. On the AP Exam, 

students will show an understanding of how 

political concepts actually work, often by 

describing or explaining an interaction or 

application within a given scenario. 

The conceptual analysis question on the 

exam requires that students focus on the 

application of a concept with no required 

country. Students should go beyond 

description and definition by explaining the 

impact of a political concept and transferring 

their knowledge to different political concepts. 

Students often struggle with explanations 

by neglecting to explain the how or why in 

the context of the question. Have students 

practice by asking them to explain the steps, 

stages, and interactions of processes; 

explain and link causes and effects; and 

identify and explain the significance of 

similarities and differences. 
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Political Systems, Regimes, and Governments 

UNIT AT A GLANCE 
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1.2 Defining Political 
Organizations 

1.3 Democracy vs. 
Authoritarianism 

1.4 Democratization 

1.5 Sources of Power 
and Authority 

1.6 Change in Power 
and Authority 

1.7 Federal and 
Unitary Systems 

1.8 Political Legitimacy 

1.9 Sustaining Legitimacy 

1.1 o Political Stability 

Suggested Skills 

E!] Describe patterns and trends in data. 

(E Describe political systems, principles, 
institutions. processes. policies, and behaviors. 

E!J Compare two or more course countries based 
on their political systems, principles, institutions, 
processes. policies. and behaviors. 

m:J Describe political systems, principles, 
institutions, processes, policies, and behaviors of a 
course country. 

E!l Explain the implications of the similarities and 
differences between countries with similar political 
systems, principles, institutions, processes. 
policies, and behaviors. 

4.A Describe the author's claim(s). perspective,
evidence, and reasoning.

4,B Explain how the author's argument or 
perspective relates to political systems, principles, 
institutions, processes, policies, and behaviors. 

E!:I Explain patterns and trends in data to 
draw conclusions . 

m Explain how political systems, principles,
institutions, processes, policies, and behaviors 
apply in a course country . 

E!:J Explain what the data implies or illustrates 
about political systems, principles, institutions, 
processes, policies, and behaviors. 

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 1. 
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings. 

AP Comparative Government and Politics Course and Exam Description 

Class Periods 

-22/-11 CLASS PERIODS
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Political Systems, Regimes, and Governments 

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

The sample activities on this page are optional and are offered to provide possible ways 

to incorporate instructional approaches into the classroom. Teachers do not need to use 

these activities and are free to alter or edit them. The examples below were developed in 

partnership with teachers from the AP community to share ways that they approach teaching 

some of the topics in this unit. Please refer to the Instructional Approaches section beginning 

on p. 129 for more examples of activities and strategies. 

Activity Topic 

1 1.1 

2 1.3 

3 1.6 

Sample Activity 

Create Representations 

Using the data collection resources identified in essential knowledge statement MPA-1 .A.8 
(e.g., the Human Development Index). ask students to identify a set of data that can be 
used to investigate relationships among course countries. such as voting patterns by 
gender and ethnicity. Then have them create a representation that best shows the data 
and the trends. Follow up this activity with a whole-group discussion about quantitative 
analysis and why it is important. 

Graphic Organizer 

This topic is a good place to introduce a comparative look across the core course 
countries. Using a graphic organizer, such as a Venn diagram, and the content in essential 
knowledge statements PAU-1.B.1, PAU-1.B.2, and PAU-1.B.3, ask students to generate the 
relevant similarities and differences between the countries and their governments. 

Discussion Groups 

Use learning objective PAU-1.D (Explain sources of power and authority in political 

systems) and have students gather information and show their understanding of changes 
in power and authority. Ask students to consider peaceful versus violent change or how 
different regimes maintain sovereignty. By allowing students to engage in small-group 
discussion, you can then scale up to a whole-group discussion. which may expand on the 
ideas expressed in the small groups. 

� Unit Planning Notes 
Use the space below to plan your approach to the unit. Consider how you will introduce country 

comparison and present both data and text-based sources for analysis. 

AP Comparative Government and Politics Course and Exam Description Course Framework V.1 I 33 
Return to Table of Contents 

1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
1/, 
/j 



SUGGESTED SKILL 

� Data Analysis

E!l 
Describe patterns and 

trends in data. 

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 
• Classroom Resources > 

• Comparative Politics

Made Simple 

• Teaching the

Comparative Method

Political Systems, Regimes, and Governments 

TOPIC 1.1 

The Practice of 

Political Scientists 

Required Course Content 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 

Cim 
Empirical data is important in identifying and explaining political behavior of 

individuals and groups. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE 
!MPA•1.AI
Explain how political 

scientists construct 

knowledge and communicate 

inferences and explanations 

about political systems, 

institutional interactions, 

and behavior. 

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE 
!MPA-1.A:iJ
Analysis of quantitative and qualitative 

information (including charts, tables, graphs, 

speeches, foundational documents, political 

cartoons, maps, and political commentaries) 

is a way to make comparisons between and 

inferences about course countries. 

[MF1.u] 

Analyzing empirical data using quantitative 

methods facilitates making comparisons 

among and inferences about course countries. 

!MPA•1.A,3!
Causation is difficult to determine with 

certainty in comparative politics, as 

often there are numerous variables that 

potentially influence political policies and/ 

or regime stability, with no way to isolate and 

demonstrate which is producing the change. 

iMPA-1.AA! 
Correlation exists when there is an association 

between two or more variables. 

IMPA-1.A.s! 
Comparative political research requires 

differentiation between empirical (factual/ 

objective) and normative (value) statements. 

continued on next page 
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Political Systems, Regimes, and Governments 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

MPA-1.A 

Explain how political 

scientists construct 

knowledge and communicate 

inferences and explanations 

about political systems, 

institutional interactions, 

and behavior. 

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE 

[MPA:1,A.6] 

Political scientists most often use empirical 

information to apply concepts, support 

generalizations, or make arguments. 

(t.iAA:"1,A:7] 

Comparative political scientists compare 

different political systems to derive 

conclusions about politics. 

�PA-1.A.sj 

A number of data collection resources are used 

to investigate relationships among course 

countries, including: 

a. The Human Development Index (HDI)

b. Gross domestic product (GDP) and GDP

per capita

c. GDP growth rate

d. Gini index (coefficient)

e. Freedom House

f. Transparency International

g. Failed States Index
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SUGGESTED SKILL 

� Concept Application 

m 
Describe political systems, 

principles, institutions, 

processes, policies, 

and behaviors. 

Political Systems, Regimes, and Governments 

TOPIC 1.2 

Defining Political 
Organizations 

Required Course Content 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 

IDI 
Political systems and regimes reflect the dynamic balance of power between the 

government and its citizens. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

fp@;j':Al 
Describe differences 

between regimes, states, 

nations, and governments. 

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE 

�-1"1 
Political systems comprise the laws, ideas, 

and procedures that address who should have 

authority to rule and what the government's 

influence on its people and economy 

should be. 

ffi"-1:;q] 
States are political organizations that combine 

a permanent population with governing 

institutions to exercise control over a defined 

territory with international recognition. 

Regimes refer to the fundamental rules 

that control access to and the exercise of 

political power. Regimes typically endure from 

government to government. 

(PAU·1M 

A regime can be characterized as democratic 

or authoritarian based on how it sets rules or 

makes decisions about how to exercise power. 

continued on next page 
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Political Systems, Regimes, and Governments 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

PAU-1.A 
Describe differences 

between regimes, states, 

nations, and governments. 

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE 

[PAU•i,A.4] 
Government is the set of institutions or 

individuals legally empowered to make binding 

decisions for a state. A government's authority 

is derived from the state's legitimate right to 

use power to enforce policies and decisions; 

the right and power to govern itself without 

outside interference is a crucial aspect of 

a state's sovereignty. A sovereign state has 

independent legal authority over a population 

in a particular territory. 

[§Ef A.!) 
A nation is a group of people with commonalities 

including race, language, religion, ethnicity, 

political identity, and aspirations. 
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SUGGESTED SKILL 

� Country Comparison 

m 
Compare two or more course 
countries based on their 
political systems, principles, 
institutions, processes, 
policies, and behaviors. 

AVAILABLE RESOURCE 
• Classroom Resources > 

Illiberal Democracy 

and Vladimir Putin's 

Russia 

Political Systems, Regimes, and Governments 

TOPIC1.3 

Democracy vs. 
Authoritarianism 

Required Course Content 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 

al 
Political systems and regimes reflect the dynamic balance of power between the 

government and its citizens. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

!PAU-1.Bl 

Describe democracy 

and authoritarianism. 

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE 

IPAU-1.e.i] 

Factors that indicate the degree of democracy 

or authoritarianism of states include the extent 

of state adherence to rule of law, such as: 

a. The principle that a state should be 

governed by law and not arbitrary decisions

made by individual government officials

b. The degree of state influence on or control

of the media

c. The degree and practice of free and

fair elections

d. The degree of transparency of

governmental decision making

e. The nature of citizen participation

in government

Ii§,-1::[il 

The branches of national government in 

democratic regimes are more likely to 

be independent of one another than in 

authoritarian regimes. Independence can serve 

to prevent any one branch from controlling all 

governmental power. 

[PAU-1.B.3! 

Authoritarian regimes include illiberal 

democracies or hybrid regimes, one-party 

states, theocracies, totalitarian governments, 

and military regimes. 

AP Comparative Government and Politics Course and Exam Description Course Framework V.1 I 38 
Return to Table of Contents 






















































































































































































